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NEW INDEX MEDICUS 





The indexing activities of the American Medical Associ- 
ation and the National Library of Medicine will be conducted 
in the future on a coordinated basis, according to plans ap- 
proved by the NLM Board of Regents and the A. M. A. House of 
Delegates. Dr. Leroy E. Burney, Surgeon General of the Pub- 
lic Health Service, and Dr. F. J. L. Blasingame, Executive 
Vice President of the American Medical Association, have an- 
nounced that the new cooperative arrangement will become ef- 
fective next year. 

Beginning with the issue for January 1960, the National 
Library of Medicine will publish monthly issues only of a 
new medical index to be called the Index Medicus. The Amer- 
ican Medical Association will publish annual cumulations of 
the index, to be known as the Cumulated Index Medicus. Sub- 
scriptions for the Index Medicus will be handled by the Su- 
perintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, as is 
customary for all government publications; the Cumulated In- 
dex Medicus will be sold and distributed separately by the 
American Medical Association. Thus medical libraries and 
other subscribers may elect the option of receiving only the 
monthly issues, or the annual cumulation, or both; it is ex- 
pected that most will choose the service and convenience of 
the latter plan. 

The Index Medicus (new series) will be published twelve 
| times each year, and each monthly issue will contain entire- 
ly new material. The arrangement of references will be in 
@ separate subject and author sections in each number. Com- 

plete unit citation entries will be printed within each sec- 
» tion; in the author section, however, the unit citation will 
= appear only under the senior or single author, with all sec- 
§ ondary authors' names referring to the full reference under 
» the senior author. Page arrangement will be in a three-col- 
s.umn layout, 9-1/4 x 11-1/2 inches in size. The total number 
m of pages for the Index Medicus alone will probably run as 
high as 7,500 per year. Coverage of the new index will be 
substantially increased over the present level of 110,000 to 
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120,000 articles in the Current List of Medical Literature, 
The improved and expanded indexing service published by the 





National Library of Medicine will probably cost subscribers | 


less than $25 per year. 

After completing the issue for December 1960, _ the Na- 
tional Library of Medicine will rearrange and re-alphabet, 
by machine, the contents of the twelve monthly issues of the 
Index Medicus for 1960. The rearranged material will then 
be photographed by a high-speed step camera; the film copy 
will be transferred to the American Medical Association for 
direct utilization in the preparation of printing plates. 
The American Medical Association will then see the Cumulated 
Index Medicus through the press, and will effect its distri- 
bution. The subscription price of the Cumulated Index Medi- 
cus will be determined by the American Medical Association, 

This historic agreement, which should provide more ef- 
fective bibliographic control of the burgeoning literature 
of world medicine, as well as_ the very titles of these two 











new publications, draw on and reflect the cooperative rela- 


tionships between these organizations in the past. In 1879 
John Shaw Billings began publication at the National Library 
of Medicine of a monthly index to the periodical literature 
of medicine under the title Index Medicus. In 1916 the Amer- 
ican Medical Association began publication of a quarterly 
index to medical periodical literature under the title Quar- 
terly Cumulative Index. In 1927 the Index Medicus and the 
Quarterly Cumulative Index were combined, under joint spon- 
sorship of the National Library of Medicine and the American 
Medical Association, to form the Quarterly Cumulative Index 

















Medicus. Responsibility for the editorial work was divided 
between the Library in Washington and the American Medical 
Association in Chicago. This arrangement was maintained 


through 1931; since 1932 the American Medical Association 
has been solely responsible for publication of QCIM. The 
decision has now been taken by the American Medical Associa- 
tion to cease publication of its Quarterly Cumulative Index 
Medicus with volume 60, which covers the period July-Decen- 
ber 1956. 

In 1941 the National Library of Medicine began publica- 
tion of the weekly Current List of Medical Literature with 
the modest aim of providing a sort of order catalog for war- 
time users of the Library's photoduplication services. Fol- 
lowing the war, with QCIM publication schedules lagging, the 
need for current medical indexing coverage was great, and in 
1950 the Current List was rehabilitated and began appearing 
monthly in a new format, with semi-annual cumulations. 

Since July 1958 the National Library of Medicine has 
been engaged in a research project, supported by the Council 
on Library Resourcés, to study the feasibility of improving 




















NATI 
= 


its 

ized 
of t 
the 

proc 
and 

poss 
prev 
tic, 
part 


erag 
whic 
ter 
the 
unde 
longs 
the 
ciat 
as } 


dex: 
of 

the 
rea 
fir 
(an 
Sur 
ple 
to 


tit 
con 
wil 
per 
ari 
One 
rep 
tiv 


Fil 
pre 
Inc 







T 1959 
= 


ature, 
by the 


ee: 


ribers | 


he Na- 
habet, 
of the 
1 then 
Nn copy 
on for 
lates, 
ilated 
istri- 
Medi- 
tion, 

re ef- 
rature 
se two 


rela- | 


1 1879 
brary 
ature 
Amer- 
‘terly 
Quar- 
id the 
spon- 
‘rican 
Index 
vided 
.dical 
‘ained 
ation 

The 
ocia- 
Index 
jecem- 


lica- 

with 
 war- 

Fol- 
, the 
nd in 
aring 


e has 
uncil 
oving 


NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE NEWS 


its indexing operations through the introduction of mechan- 
ized techniques. The primary goal has been the refurbishing 
of the Current List, and this is about to be realized. By 
the use of the high-speed step camera and ancillary data- 
processing equipment, rapid compilation of monthly issues 
and annual cumulations is facilitated. This in turn makes 
possible the division of effort now contemplated, whereas 
previous suggestions for division along geographic, linguis- 
tic, or subject lines had been unacceptable to both of the 
participating organizations. 

Only the Current List will be available to provide cov- 
erage for the literature of 1957, 1958, and 1959. Libraries 
which do not have the Current List will probably wish to en- 
ter subscriptions with the Superintendent of Documents for 
the 1959 issues ($15). The National Library of Medicine will 
undertake to provide copies of the 1957 and 1958 issues as 
long as the supply lasts. There are only a few copies for 
the first half of 1957 in stock; the American Medical Asso- 
ciation will undertake a reprinting of this volume as soon 
as NLM has determined the extent of the demand. 








INDEX-CATALOGUE 





The first volume of the supplementary series of the In- 
dex-Catalogue is due to roll off the presses shortly. All 
of the printer's copy for this volume has been delivered to 
the Government Printing Office and all galley and page proof 
reading has now been accomplished. This volume will be the 
first of three which together will comprise the Fifth Series 
(and the last) of the Index-Catalogue of the Library of the 
Surgeon-General's Office. Formerly referred to as the "Sup- 
plementary Series," this work is now designated Fifth Series 
to permit a more convenient reference line. 














Volume One of the Fifth Series contains all author and 
title entries for the series; the remaining two volumes will 
consist entirely of subject entries. Some 83,000 entries 
will appear in this volume of about 770 pages. Although much 
peripheral material was excluded, such as language diction- 
aries and grammars, out-of-scope and pre-1801 items, Volume 
One does include monographic references to theses, project 
reports, analytics, equipment and supply catalogs, legisla- 
tive issuances, and biobibliographical reference works. 





Composition of galleys for the subject volumes of the 
Fifth Series has commenced. It is too early to estimate the 
Probable date of publication for these final volumes of the 
Index-Catalogue. 
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INDEX TO CHINESE PERIODICALS 


The National Library of Medicine has received a copy of 
an index to §2 
Chinese medical periodicals published between 1949 and 1956, 
The work, in Chinese, was compiled by the Nanking University 
Hospital Library (Nan Ching I Hstieh Yuan T'u Shu Kuan), and 
published in September 1958 by the People's Health Publish- 
ers (Jen Min Wei Sheng Ch'u Pan Shé), Peking, China. 
According to the contents note, the Chung Hua I Hsieh 
Tsa Chih, the T'ung Chi I Hstieh Chi K'an, and the Ch'i luI 
K'an Teng were indexed for the years prior to 1949, giving, 
in effect, a coverage of over 40 years within the 674-page 
volume. The material is arranged under 35 major subject 
headings, with detailed subheadings, covering medicine as 4 
subject and including such allied fields as pharmacy and 
nursing. 


FILM REFERENCE GUIDE 





Film Reference Guide for Medicine and Allied Sciences, 
June 1959, is now available from the Superintendent of Docu 
ments, Government Printing Office, at $1 per copy. The 1959 
edition was prepared at the National Library of Medicine for 





the Interdepartmental Committee on Medical Training Aids 
(see NEWS, February 1959). This publication will be of in- 
terest to all those concerned with the loan or rental of 
medical motion pictures. 


BIOMEDICAL ASPECTS OF ATOMIC ENERGY 


The United Nations has in the course of publication 32 
volumes on Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy, Proceedings of 
the Second International Conference, Geneva, September 1958, 
Of particular interest to medical librarians are the follow 
ing volumes: 





Vis Waste treatment and environmental aspects 
of atomic energy $16.50 
Health and safety: Dosimetry and standards 10.50 
Biological effects of radiation 14.50 
Experience in radiological protection 14.50 
Isotopes in biochemistry and physiology I 11.00 
Isotopes in biochemistry and physiology II 11.00 
Isotopes in medicine 13.00 


— 





funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, March 22, 1957 











